Khasavyourt Joint Declaration and Principles for Mutual
Relations
Khasavyourt, Dagestan, 31 August 1996

We, the undersigned,
Taking into account the progress achieved in implementing the agreement on the cessation
of military activities,
Striving to create mutually acceptable preconditions for a political resolution of the armed
conflict,
Recognising the inadmissibility of using armed force or threatening its usage in the
resolution of all issues,
Proceeding from the universally recognised right of peoples to self-determination, the
principles of equality, voluntary and free expression of will, strengthening interethnic
accord and the security of peoples,
Expressing the will to protect unconditionally human rights and freedoms and those of the
citizen, irrespective of ethnic origin, religious beliefs, place of residence or any other
distinctions, and to prevent acts of violence against political opponents, in doing so
proceeding from the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 1966
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
Have jointly developed Principles concerning mutual relations between the Russian
Federation and the Chechen Republic, on the basis of which the future negotiation process
will be conducted.
(Signed)
A. Lebed A. Maskhadov
B. Khartamov S. Abumuslimov
31 August 1996
In the presence of the Head of the OSCE Assistance Group of the Chechen Republic,
(signed)
T. Guldimann

Principles for Determining the Basis for Mutual Relations
between the Russian Federation and the Chechen Republic
1. An Agreement on the basis for mutual relations between the Russian Federation and the
Chechen Republic, to be determined in accordance with universally recognised principles
and norms of international law, should be achieved by 31 December 2001.
2. A Joint Commission shall be established by 1 October 1996, composed of representatives
of the organs of state power of the Russian Federation and the Chechen Republic, the tasks
of which shall be:







To monitor the implementation of Decree No. 985 of the President of the Russian
Federation of 25 June 1995 and to prepare proposals concerning the completion of the
withdrawal of troops;
To prepare and monitor the fulfilment of agreed measures against crime, terrorism and
manifestations of ethnic and religious enmity;
To prepare proposals for the restoration of currency, financial and budgetary interrelations;
To prepare and submit to the Government of the Russian Federation programmes for the
restoration of the socio-economic structure of the Chechen Republic;
To monitor the coordinated interaction of the organs of state power and other interested
parties in the provision of food and medicines for the population.

3. Legislation of the Chechen Republic shall be based on the observance of human and civil
rights, the right of peoples to self-determination, the principles of equality among
nationalities, the guaranteeing of civil peace, interethnic accord and the security of those
residing on the territory of the Chechen Republic, irrespective of their ethnic origin,
religious beliefs or other distinctions.
4. The Joint Commission shall complete its work by mutual agreement

Source: Transitional Justice Peace Agreements Database (University of Ulster,
Transitional Justice Institure, Incore)

