
 

Joint Statement 

 

The following is the text of the Joint Statement issued at the end of 
the Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee's visit to Lahore: 

In response to an invitation by the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mr. 
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, the Prime Minister of India, Shri Atal Behari 
Vajpayee, visited Pakistan from 20-21 February, 1999, on the 
inaugural run of the Delhi-Lahore bus service. 

2. The Prime Minister of Pakistan received the Indian Prime Minister at 
the Wagah border on 20th February 1999. A banquet in honour of the 
Indian Prime Minister and his delegation was hosted by the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan at Lahore Fort, on the same evening. Prime 
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, visited Minar-e- Pakistan, Mausoleum 
of Allama Iqabal, Gurudawara Dera Sahib and Samadhi of Maharaja 
Ranjeet Singh. On 21st February, a civic reception was held in honour 
of the visiting Prime Minister at the Governor's House. 

3. The two leaders held discussions on the entire range of bilateral 
relations, regional cooperation within SAARC, and issues of 
international concern. They decided that: 

(a) The two Foreign Ministers will meet periodically to discuss all issues 
of mutual concern, including nuclear related issues. 

(b) The two sides shall undertake consultations on WTO related issues 
with a view to coordinating their respective positions. 

(c) The two sides shall determine areas of cooperation in Information 
Technology, in particular for tackling the problems of Y2K. 

(d) The two sides will hold consultations with a view to further 
liberalising the visa and travel regime. 

(e) The two sides shall appoint a two member committee at ministerial 
level to examine humanitarian issues relating to Civilian detainees and 
missing POWs. 



4. They expressed satisfaction on the commencement of a Bus Service 
between Lahore and New Delhi, the release of fishermen and civilian 
detainees and the renewal of contacts in the field of sports. 

5. Pursuant to the directive given by the two Prime Ministers, the 
Foreign Secretaries of Pakistan and India signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding on 21st February 1999, identifying measures aimed at 
promoting an environment of peace and security between the two 
countries. 

6. The two Prime Ministers signed the Lahore Declaration embodying 
their shared vision of peace and stability between their countries and 
of progress and prosperity for their peoples. 

7. Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee extended an invitation to Prime 
Minister, Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, to visit India on mutually 
convenient dates. 

8. Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, thanked Prime Minister, 
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, for the warm welcome and gracious 
hospitality extended to him and members of his delegation and for the 
excellent arrangements made for his visit. 

Lahore, 

February 21, 1999. 



 


