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The Hague Joint Declaration (September 1, 1992)

JOINT DECLARATION

Wz, the urndersigned emimpary of the Govertwent of the:

fiepblic of the Thilippives (QGRP) and  the unders igned
repregsntative of the Huotionel DPewmoorstic Trowt of %he
FMhiliprines (1DF) heve hizld exploretory tealkes ot The Hague,
The

Hethzrluels on August 3% - Beptumber [, 1992 aud beve

ngresd to rscummend to our respsctive priucipals the

following:

|. Formal peace negotiations betwesn the GRF end the
WDF ghull Le beld to resclve the armed oonfliot,

3. 'The cowmou goal of the sfprecaid nagotietionn shall
te the attainwent of o just wned lasbing peace.

3. Such negotistions sball take place ofter the purties
hnva veached tentative sgresmenis on wubstentive iesues 1
the sgreed ofemde through the reviprooal vorking ovemittess
to Le separately orgenised by the GRP and the HDF.

4. The holding of pwsce pegotistions must be lo
acoordanos with mutunily socepteble prinoiples,

end purposs of the peace negotiatlions.
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._‘_5, rfgi.urnlg‘-?y te the formal peace vegotintions, we have
rezd Go recummend the following: -

{noluding
pationnl sovereignty, dewcormcy end social justice end M
precendition shall Le mede to negats the inberent charaobsy

) 8. Gpecific measures of #oodwill end oconfidence-
| _.llr.llng to creats a Ifavorable

. vlimnte
‘ itgotintions; ond.

for Peaty

b. The wubstantive sgenda of the formal

r utintionn whall include bumen righto e
muitarian  lew,

Peaoe

futern etional

Bosio~economio reforme, yolitical and

ptituliional refurms, end of hostilities end dispowition
fources.

Bigned o©n Beptember I, 1092 4in The (legue, The
Lhieriands.

} the Govarnment of the For the Hetional

mblic of the Demooratic Front of ths
| lippingy: Philippivnes:
W _
? J0 . YAP L LUIB JALARDOHI o
AULLY > Reprsgentative
%
N WITuESSES:
’f' Eric D. Bingeom :

Conl Ledesme

uf ¢ M
wditn de Castro Byron Bocar
ibe Couneel

Haria Bon b?l



Alde Memolre (September 1, 1862)

at the
ATDE MEMOIRE iy
ON THE HAGUE JOINT DECLARATION Satus of ame Py to the
= Declaration
TheIointD&iamﬁmsigﬁed&tTheH&gﬂq-TheNﬁhﬁdmdson = negotiations a5 4
September -1, 1992 was the product of a two-day exploratary ralics om of ik
between then Congressman Jose V. Yap as emissary of the Government of Thus, the Hag Toint
the Republic of the Philippines and Luis Jalandoni, the representative of ‘acceptable Principles
the National Democratic Eront (NDF). national soves iy
y s AT Ry arise in t.hecume C'lf
At the outset, the two sides took diametrically opposed positions, : = _. Z L id Dot define these eetis
particularly on the acceptance by the NDF of the Philippine Constitution as P 7 that . Tt was not the St
the basic.framework of the peacs negotiations. The NDF considered this e ' 2side from the fac: thar (oo fisis
precondition as virmal surrender by the NDF to the GRP. In this regard, " Z vl - : o
the two sides remained consistent with their respective positions D ik were ill be 15 for.
unequivocably articulated many times in the past. . Ormed,
i - j larat evaded the jsspes El‘-ianng %
These drzmatically opposed views however wers put aside for the ghe aract ezal s 65 0 the pese
time being, withour anyone concsding his position 10 the other, 1o give 1 RO 1ons RP Constinution it the
peacs npegotiations a headway. The Preliminary Statement of y : g : i se isues sl
Congressman Yap stated thus: i eace negotiations byp
“But our dramatically appesed views should not deter us and B S g tems specified in iy
cause the ourright abandonment of the peacs options. Lt ng one =
say in the foure that we did not give our best shor simply because :
the difference ar the ourset seemed to be overwhelming ” and the issue of the GRP
< - ) ag ; ter of the megotiations jr cannat be
The GRP emissary pointed out that the main objective of the peace . : : ® been settled by the Hagy o
efforts was to solve the armed hostilities “which caused our peaple untgid Sl = : T i 5 thess
misery and retarded our national progress.” Ee cited the commitment of E : :
former President Ramos under his administration’s peacs program, tq
implement * reforms to eradicate...the sources of conflict” Hence he
highlighted the need for “consensus building” pardcularly on the reforms

to solve the armed conflict, which he admitted will not be easy,

Within this context and perspective, the GRP emissary signed The
Hague Joint Declaration. The latter provides that the peacs pegotiations
shall be heid to resolve the armed conflict and the comman goal of such
~egotiations shall be the attainment of a just and lasting peacs. Tg achisye
this objective, the negotiations shall focus om real issues which wi]]
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